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Little Wound
schedules
Readers
Theater/
Oral Interp
camn

TOM CRASH
LT CONTRIBUTOR

KYLE - For the sec-
ond year in a row, Little
Wound School has sched-
uled a Readers Theater/
Oral Interp Camp; this
year the camp will run
July 29 through August 2
at Little Wound School,
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BY CRAIG HOWE AND LUKAS RIEPPEL

“What a glorious mo

too. As we already

watched.

On July 13th, Captai
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As the expedition marched south from
the sacred cave that we described last
week, the Black Hills came within view.

ment,” a private

named Theodore Ewert exclaimed when
he first saw them on July 17th.
But expedition soldiers were uneasy

discussed, Black

Elk’s account indicates they were under
surveillance. And this week, they felt

(If you'd like to track the expedition’s
movements, please visit our website:
https://tinyurl.com/rwaffkbk).

n McDougall saw

a “body of Indians” whom he suspected
of monitoring their movements. General

Smoke Signals, by Oscar Howe, ca. 1953.
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Her Many
Horses new
Chief of Police

TOM CRASH
LT CONTRIBUTOR

Oglala - Last week,
the OST Council met
in special session at the
Prairie Wind Casino
hotel conference room,
after interviews of six
of the eight Chief of Po-
lice candidates, Grace
Her Many Horses was
selected as the OST
Department of Public
Safety new Chief of Po-
lice.

Candidates inter-

viewed included Dan-
ielle Conroy Means
who has been in law
enforcement for 17
years and had worked
in all nine districts;
Mark Mesteth who has
worked 25 years in law
enforcement, had been
an acting chief of po-
lice for almost a year
and had been a cap-
tain; John Pettigrew,
currently the interim
chief, had been through
basic training at Artesia
and Criminal Investiga-
tion training and been
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with the most seniority, she was chosen to cut the ribbon as Wakpamni district broke ground
on the new government services building this past Wednesday.

Wakpamni District breaks
ground on new service center
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Slow Bull’s Wife,
photographed by Edward

E. Curtis in 1907. Courtesy
of the Library of Congress.

CRAIG HOWE AND LUKAS RIEPPEL
LT CONTRIBUTOR

This is our Week 4 (July
22-28) “dispatch” from an
infamous 1874 expedition
to find gold in Paha Sapa
that took place exactly one
hundred and fifty years
ago. We mine the rich ar-
chive of documentary re-
cords that it produced to
ask what it reveals about
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Petitions for positions
of OST President, Vice
President and tribal
council representatives
are available from the
OST Election Commis-
sion starting Monday
August 5; completed
petitions need to be re-
turned no later than
Friday, August 23 with
candidates certified on
September 6.0ST Pri-
mary ballot posted on
September 26 with OST
Primary Election sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 4, polls
open 8am closed 8pm, election re-
sults certified October 8.

Nominating petitions for Secretary,
Treasurer, Fifth member and Sgt at
Arms/Critic available October 24,
General Election sample ballot posted
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October 28, deadline to return nom-
inating petitions for Secretary, Trea-
surer, Fifth Member and Sgt at Arms/
Critic Nov. 4; OST General Election
November 5, polls open at 8am, close
at 8pm, certified results November
16; swearing in of new officials on De-
cember 3.
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Grace Her Many Horses. Photo: Sicangu Eyapaha
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WAKPAMNI DIS-
TRICT - On Wednes-
day, tribal and district
officials joined com-
munity members in
breaking ground for the
new government ser-
vices building planned
for Wakpamni district,
there was plenty of
food, bouncy houses
and fireworks as excite-
ment was building for
this new district build-
ing.

The OST Council,
in September of 2021,
approved investing $6
million into govern-
ment services buildings
for all nine districts,
between then and now,
the long slow process
included hiring an
owner’s representative,
choosing a site, secur-
ing the land, agreeing
on a building design,
determining a con-
struction company and
looking for additional
resources. For efficien-
¢y, the nine districts
were separated into
three groups of,three
districts; each group
of three used the same
owners rep, design
group and construction
company; Wakpamni
was with Pine Ridge
and Oglala; Porcupine,

TOM CRASH
LT CONTRIBUTOR

Wounded Knee and
Medicine Root were to-
gether while LaCreek,
Pass Creek and Eagle
Nest are together.

“It was an exciting
evening, we had good
food, Tribal President
Frank Star Comes Out
came, we had two previ-
ous district officers Ann
Tobacco and Alice Per-
kins who worked hard
through Covid-19, our
three council reps were
there, Jackie Siers, So-
nia Little Hawk Weston
and Donroy Ghost Bear,
but mostly we had a
number of elders, fam-
ilies and children, that’s
who this new center is
for,” said Wakpamni
District chair Mary To-
bacco, “our owner’s rep,
Chris O’Bryan and Ma-
rio Rangel from Rangel
Construction we’re both
there as well, it’s going
to be a good building
for the district, it pro-
vides more accessibil-
ity for staff and com-
munity members and
will provide improved
services to the elderly
and we have 10 acres to
work with.”

Pine Ridge did their

Chris O'Bryan, owner’s rep, visits with district chair Mary Tobacco with Sandy Two Lance listening during ground breaking
evening this past Wednesday at Wakpamni CAP.

formal groundbreak-
ing this past fall,
LaCreek has planned
their breaking ground
for Friday, July 26 at
1:00pm. We're looking
at the fall of 2025 for
the building to be com-

pleted, added Tobacco,
we might have to build
a new waterline for the
building and possibly a
new septic system.

We want to thank all
those who helped make
this event happen, Bu-

che’s and the Crazy
Horse Planning Com-
mission helped with
the fireworks, special
thanks to the Wakpam-
ni district staff, the Day
Labor program, the Ex-
ecutive Board, LaCreek

Development and the
Oglala Sioux Tribe,
stated Tobacco, we're
all excited to watch this
happen.

SMOKE SIGNALS-REPRINT

Custer described the en-
counter as proof of the
“presence of Indians.”
Everyone was on high
alert.

The next day, a jour-
nalist for the NY World
saw three sets of smoke
signals, “one consid-
erably to the left of the
other two, signaling the

Continued from A1

line of our march and
the fact that there are
no more of us coming.”
Custer agreed, inter-
preting the signals “as
carrying information to
the main body of our
presence and move-
ments.” The expedition
naturalist George Bird
Grinnell also recalled

DO

how “the wild Indians
were exchanging signals
about us.” And in his di-
ary, Private Ewert mar-
veled that “In the art of
smoke signals the red-
man is a perfect master,
and his code of signals
is nearly as complete as
our own at the signal of-
fice at Washington.”

BURNSTII

VVednesd

July

31st
Tickets:

_-

Y’

@1 St =74

Pine Ridge, SD

-—

A small party was
sent to investigate the
source of these signals.
It included the Lakotan
guide Goose, as well as a
mixed-blood interpret-
er named Louis Agard,
both of whom confirmed
they were being tracked
by Lakotans.

Finally, on July 18th,
Private Ewert again saw
plumes of smoke rise
up “in large dark mass-
es, no doubt informing
incoming tribes that we
had invaded.”

Expedition  soldiers
did not really know
how to read the Lako-
tan smoke signals. So,
over the next decade the
United States invested
considerable  resourc-
es trying to learn more
about Native technol-
ogies for long-distance
communication.

Lieutenant  Gener-
al Philip H. Sherman
instructed W.P. Clark
from the second caval-
ry, who had been sta-
tioned at the Red Cloud
and Spotted Tail Agen-
cies during the 1870s,
to investigate. In his
published report, Clark
described a “common
way of announcing the
success of a war party”
by building “two fires a
short distance from each

other” and “sending up
two parallel columns
of smoke (two columns
signify good luck).”

In the early 20th
century, a BIA physi-
cian assigned to the
Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion named James R.
Walker described how
Lakotan scouts used
smoke to communicate.
A scout “would build a
fire” and then “throw
on it a bunch of green
stuff that would make
a dense smoke. When
the smoke began to rise
he would throw his robe
over it and hold it there
for a few moments and
then withdraw it, thus
making an interrupted
column of smoke. This
he would repeat four
times. After waiting a
short time he would
repeat this operation,
and do so for several
times. This was the sig-
nal among the Oglalas
that an enemy was dis-
covered.” “When such
smoke is seen,” Walker
concluded, “the men
at once get their war
equipment and hasten
toward the place where
it is seen.”

But smoke signals
were not only used in
warfare. They came in
handy whenever one

had to communicate at
a distance. In 1914, an
Oglalan man named
Finger told Walker the
story of how Wohpe
brought the sacred
pipe to Lakotan people.
When she revealed her-
self to two young men,
one of them lusted after
her beauty and ended
up dead. Whope told
the other one “to return
to the camp and call all
the council together
and tell them that in a
short time they would
see four puffs of smoke
under the sun at mid-
day. When they saw this
sign they should pre-
pare a feast, and all sit
in the customary circle.”
When Wohpe arrived
several days later and
joined the feast, she told
the assembled Lakotans
“that they had first seen
her as smoke and that
they should always see
her as smoke. Then she
took from her pouch a
pipe and willow bark
and Lakota tobacco.”

Clearly, smoke signals
were used by spirits as
well as Lakotans. Ex-
pedition soldiers, how-
ever, could not under-
stand the true meanings
of their messages.

~ag
LAKOT

7>

IMES

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION OR GIVE ONE AS A GIFT
SUBSCRIBE: ONLINE, PHONE, OR MAIL

1 Year Print-$65 [ 6 Months Print $45
1 Year Online $65 1 1 Year Online/Print $95
NAME
ADDRESS
Ty STATE ZIP
PHONE EMAIL

Mail Check or Money Order to: Lakota Times , PO Box 386, Martin, SD 57551
Phone (605) 685-1868 « Fax (605) 685-1870 « www.LakotaTimes.com
Email: connie@lakotatimes.com

THE OPINIONS, BELIEFS AND VIEWPOINTS EXPRESSED BY THE VARIOUS WRITERS APPEARING ON THE VOICES PAGES DO
NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINIONS, BELIEFS AND VIEWPOINTS OR OFFICIAL POLICIES OF THE LAKOTA TIMES.

OWNER & PUBLISHER: Connie Louise Smith, Oglala Lakota; CO-PUBLISHER, PRODUCTION MANAGER: Jenni Giovanetti, Oglala Lakota
CARTOONIST: Marty Two Bulls, Oglala Lakota; GRAPHIC DESIGN: Lonnie Jeffries, Mnicojou Lakota
CORRESPONDENT: Tom Crash ¢ PHOTOGRAPHERS: Randy Bachelor; Shelly Bachelor; PRINTER: Rapid City Journal

POSTMASTER: Thunderbird Media Inc., Lakota Times, Founded October 2004, USPS (024-176),
Published 52 weeks a year at 29263 SD HWY 73, Martin, SD 57551; Periodicals Postage paid at Martin, SD 57551 and additional offices.
Send address changes to Postmaster: Lakota Times, P.O. Box 386, Martin, SD 57551-0386

3’ + 7,

Prairie Wind Casino Dome P \-W; e

3 ,0‘3%‘.\‘ A
(_‘&;) non rating ‘\cﬁéé?/ ?3-;' I\Au;i‘:
OFFICIAL LNI NEWSPAPER MEMBER AWARD WINNING MEMBER MEMBER
CASINO & HOTEL .
PRAIRIEWINDCASINO.COM MR- cona

AWARD WINNING MEMBER ~ MEMBER AWARD WINNING MEMBER



